Hepatic laceration because of malpositioning of the umbilical vein catheter: case report and literature review.
Umbilical vein catheterization that is a common bedside procedure in the neonatal intensive care units is not without complication. The most common complications are thrombus formation, embolism, vessel perforation, hemorrhage, and infection. Complications related to the liver carry a high risk for mortality. Laceration is an ominous complication of umbilical vein catheter that is generally a result of direct injury through the liver parenchyma. Abdominal distension that develops gradually should alert the physician for a likely development of intrahepatic bleeding. Surgery is mandatory in patients with ongoing bleeding after the withdrawal of the catheter. Early diagnosis and treatment are lifesaving in these patients.